                         The history of the league for crippled children

1926 In 1926, Miss Ann Sloan of Lonaconing, Maryland visited the office of Dr.    

              George E. Bennett in Baltimore, Maryland.  This was not a professional call   

              but a mission of interest in the crippled children of Allegany County.  For a 

              long time, Miss Sloan realized that these children were not receiving proper             

              medical treatment.  She asked Dr. Bennett to arrange for a young doctor to 

              come to Allegany County and conduct an orthopedic clinic.  She assured Dr. 

              Bennett that her friends would assist in the work and the Health Department 

              would co-operate in every possible way.   In November 1926, Dr. George E. 

              Bennett visited Miss Sloan’s home and with the assistance of friends and 

              Mrs. Isabelle Thompson Loughlin of the Allegany County Health     

              Department, the first clinic was held.  Nearly ninety children were seen on 

              that day.  Many of them were badly in need of operative and other treatment. 

              This was the beginning of what was to be for Dr. Bennett one of the most 

              gratifying accomplishments of his professional life.

1927 This began what proved to be one of the most outstanding examples of 

              charity and constructive welfare in the State of Maryland and perhaps 

              elsewhere.  The concept of the establishment of clinics in the counties of 

              Maryland has been attributed to Dr. William S. Baer, first chief of 

              orthopedic surgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital and founder of the Children’s 

              Hospital School and his associate, Dr. George E. Bennett, with the support 

              of strong foresighted civic leaders.  

              Shortly after the Lonaconing clinic, a second clinic was held at the Elks 

              home in Frostburg.  All crippled children in the county, whose families were  

              unable to pay for treatment necessary to assure such children useful, happy 

              lives and thereby reduced to negligible the risk of these unfortunate children 

              from becoming burdens on the county and state.  Dr. William S. Baer 

              established a similar clinic in Cumberland.  Dr. Bennett assisted him in the 

              tremendous work ahead of them.  So many children were brought to the 

              clinic that it was necessary to have two clinics a year, one in the spring and 

              one in the fall.  Dr. Bennett felt that this service was second to none in the 

              United States.  Miss Mary E. Church was then Executive Secretary of the 

              Maryland League for Crippled Children and Adults.  She was responsible for 

              obtaining  records, keeping notes making hospital accommodations and 

              supplying braces as necessary.

1931 Dr. Baer died unexpectedly. A great loss for the organization. 

1932      Dr. George O. Eaton joined as League clinician.

1934 The Allegany County League for Crippled Children, with Miss Henrietta Schwarzenbach as President, was founded. A few years after the Allegany League was founded the volume of work had increased to such an extent that it was decided to sub-divide the services for crippled children.  Dr. George O. Eaton and Dr. Edwin Weinberg volunteered to help with the clinics.  Dr. Winthrop M. Phelps had just come to Baltimore from Connecticut and was limiting his work to children afflicted with spastic paralysis or birth injury.  He willingly offered his help to children needing his particular care and attention.  Dr. Edward A. Kitlowski joined the group to establish a clinic for children in need of plastic surgery.  

                    The cooperation of the Department of Health of the City of Cumberland and      

                    of Allegany County with the Maryland State Department of Health offered 

                    invaluable help to the League over the years.  The health officer and nurses 

                    employed by the Health Department were another valuable asset to the 

                    League.  Mr. Robert C. Thompson, of the Vocational Rehabilitation Service, 

                    worked hand-in-hand with the League to guide children in educational 

                    endeavors and job placement in the community.  

             The Maryland League was supported chiefly by the Baltimore Community 

 Chest.  When the counties were asked to assume responsibility for their 

                  own costs, it was a major step for the League.  This was the deciding factor 

                   for this organization to be formed.  The Allegany County League for   

                  Crippled Children, a private, non-profit 501(c) 3 organization, was   

                  incorporated.  Miss Schwarzenbach was elected president.  Mr. William A. 

                  Gunter secured the charter, filed the certificate of incorporation and drew up 

                  the by-laws.  The signers of the charter were:  Mr. Thomas Finan, Dr. Joseph           

                  P. Franklin, Mrs. J.C. Cobey, Mr. J. William Hunt, Mrs. Sarah R. Getty, Mr. 

                  Morris Rosenbaum, Mr. William A. Gunter, Mrs. Lloyd Shaw, Mrs. George 

                  W. Legge, J. Glenn Beall Sr. and Mrs. Ralph Bretz.  The first vice president 

                   was Morris Rosenbaum, he resigned and his vacancy was filled by Mr. 

                   Tasker G.Lowndes.   Thomas Finan was the first treasurer.  After his death, 

                   Dr. Frank M. Wilson became treasurer.

                  The Maryland League for Crippled Children laid the groundwork for the 

                  activities of the Allegany League and continued to serve in an advisory 

                  capacity.  Although the main purpose was raising funds, the newly formed 

                  League pledged themselves to locate all crippled children within the counties           

                  boundaries, maintain a register of such and effect their physical rehabilitation 

                  through the services by the physicians who have given so generously of their 

                  time and skill to achieve what has seemed in many instances miraculous.  The 

                  Department of Education worked with the League to meet the special 

                  education needs of the children.  A sponsor campaign was initiated.  7500 

                  letters were mailed to county residents soliciting their help.

1935 A fulltime physical therapist was employed by the League.  Home treatment 

               programs were established.  A second-hand car was purchased for 

               transportation throughout the county.  License for the vehicle cost $12.21.

1936 The League office was set up at 59 Pershing St.  The first executive secretary employed, Miss Mildred AngleR.N.  She resigned after six months and Miss Vivian Lambert Annan R.N. was her replacement.  

1937  The Cerebral Palsy Program in Allegany County was started in December, 

              with a combined clinic with Dr. Bennett.  At this time the children with 

              cerebral palsy were segregated from the rest of the crippled children’s 

              program.  Clinics were held two times per year.  Miss Georg and Miss 

              Campbell were the two physiotherapists caring for these children.  A parent’s 

              club was formed, helping the improvement of the children through combined 

                   efforts.    Dr. Winthrop Phelps joined the League.  Children were referred to 

                   Denison’ s Orthotics of Baltimore for braces.

1939       The first plastic surgery clinic was held, as there was a need for children with 

               burns, cleft lip and cleft palate.  The Plastic Surgery Program was formed.  

               Dr. Edward Kitlowski was the physician. Hospitals participating were:    

              Children’ Hospital, University Hospital, Union Memorial Hospital and  

              Kernan Hospital.

1941 The former City Jail was  remodeled to become the new home of the League, thanks to efforts of Mayor Harry Irvine, Cumberland City Council & the County Commissioners.

1942 Dr. David Weinberg joined the League staff of physicians.  Dr. Eaton was away in the army.  Mr. William Hunt became Secretary for the Board of Directors.
1943 The tenth anniversary celebration at Cumberland Country Club was held May 26, 1944, honoring Dr. George Bennett.  The cost of a ticket was  $2.50.  The first theatrical  production by the Cumberland Elks Lodge No. 63.was held.

1944 Financial support from Community Chest stopped due to the levying of too many restrictions  and their desire to control expenditures.

1945      Inauguration of annual “Easter Seal Campaign” to raise funds for operating 

             costs.  

1946      The first Speech Therapy Program began.

1947      A fulltime speech therapist was hired to the professional staff.

1948     Regular monthly brace clinics were established through sponsorship of the    

            Cumberland  Exchange Club.  Denison Orthopedic Co. from Baltimore visited

            the League  office to fit children for braces.  Cedric D. Denison was the 

            orthotist in  charge.   Robert Denison came to help his father at age sixteen.

1950 League president, Miss Schwarzenbach was elected President of Maryland 

             Society for Crippled Children and Adults.    

1954 The League celebrated twenty years of service to the community.  A celebration was  held at the Cumberland Country Club May 20, 1954.

1955 Due to the many bequests to the League, investments were made which was the beginning of the reserve fund.

1956     Miss Annan retired as executive secretary after nineteen years.  She was  

            succeeded by Miss Henrietta Lippold R.N..

1959 The League celebrated twenty-five years of service to residents of Allegany County.  A “silver anniversary” celebration was held at the Cumberland Country Club June 1, 1959.

1960 1960    Miss Henrietta Schwarzenbach died but not before seeing this accomplishment.  She had attended every clinic since 1934.  Senator J. Glenn Beall Sr. assumed role as president of the League.

1961 Dr. Bennett died after thirty-five years of service to our children.  The first station wagon purchased for League purposes. 
1963 Dr. Phelps retired after more than twenty-five years of service to children 

             with cerebral palsy.  

1964 Dr. Thomas Hunt joined the League staff after a visit to the League to examine some of Dr. Phelps patients.               

1966    Dr. Frederick Hansen succeeded Dr. Kitlowski in conducting plastic surgery 

             clinics.  Dr. Weinberg retired after twenty-four years of service.  He 

             was succeeded by Dr. Kirby vonKessler. 

1968    Mr. William Hunt, Secretary of the Board of Directors died.

. 

1971 Miss Henrietta Lippold retired after fifteen years as executive secretary for the League.  Mrs. Dorothy Emerson R.N. assumed the role of executive 

             secretary.  Senator J. Glenn Beall Sr. died after eleven years as president.  

             George Schwarzenbach became president.

1972  The League’s new home was established at the Allegany County Health Department,  12500 Willowbrook Road, Cumberland, Md.  This remains the home of the League today.  

     1973     Dr. Jack Harvey joined the  League staff.

1975 Dr. George Eaton died.  He served as League clinician for more than forty-

             three years.  Dr. Edmond J. McDonnell succeeded him.

1978 Senator J. Glenn Beall Jr. becomes League president following the untimely death of Mr. Schwarzenbach.

1979 Dr. Charles Silberstein replaced Dr. McDonnell as League physician. He says that he must have seen every knock-kneed, pigeon toed, bow legged kid in the whole area.  They saw 109 children that day.
1981     Dr. Hansen retired as League clinician after 15 years.

1982 Dr. Richard Little joined League staff.

1983 Robert Martin Sr. initiated the annual golf tournament as the League’s major 

fundraiser with the help of Earl Nonnenmann and Dorothy Emerson.

1984 The League celebrated 50 years of incorporation as a private, non-profit, 501 ©3 organization.  Miss Henrietta Schwartzenbach's picture graced the cover of the program.  The “golden anniversary” was held at the Cumberland Country Club October 22, 1984.  Mrs. Emerson retired after fifteen years as executive secretary.  Ellen “Snookie” Stevenson Davis R.N. was hired as the new executive secretary.  Her title was changed to executive director.

1987 Jim Bauer joined Robert Martin Sr. as cochairman of the annual golf 

             tournament.

1989      William Palin joined League staff as a volunteer at the Orofacial Clinic at       

             the Washington County Health Department in Hagerstown, Maryland twice 

             a year. 

1990 The League severed ties with Easter Seals for two reasons:  Easter Seals wanted to change the name of the League to Easter Seals of Western Maryland and they wanted all monies to go to the national office with a small percentage remaining in Allegany County.  The board of directors wanted to maintain the League’s identity.

1997      Jim Bauer became chairman of the golf tournament after the death of Robert 

             Martin Sr.  The Scottish Rite Childhood Language Disorders Clinic was  

             established after two years of planning with the League for Crippled Children  

             managing the operation.  A state of the art speech lab was constructed fully 

             equipped with a one-way viewing area.

1998 Dr. Harvey resigned from the League due to other commitments.  He was League clinician for twenty-eight years.

1999 Dr. Renato Lapidario joined the League physicians.

     2000     Dr. Lapidario resigned as League physician due to other commitments.

             Denison Orthopedic Co. was purchased by Hal Thompson after the retirement  

             of Robert Denison.   Michele Kohler visits the League office monthly to fit 

             braces for clients.  Ellen “Snookie” Davis R.N. retired as executive director  

             after fifteen years.  Her successor was Karen Shaffer M.S., B.S.N., R.N.  Dr. 

             vonKessler retired after thirty-four years with the League.  Dr. Robert   

            Mueller replaced Dr. vonKessler as League physician.  

2002 Dr. Mueller resigned to move with his family to Ohio.

2003 Allegany County was removed from the League name to encourage fundraising in other counties of Maryland, West Virginia and Pennsylvania.  The new name is:  The League for Crippled Children Inc.  Dr. Michael Ain joined the League as one of four devoted physicians.

2004 The League celebrated 70 years of service to children with special needs, birth to twenty-one in counties of Maryland, West Virginia and Pennsylvania.  The League continues to provide free clinics in orthopedics, cerebral palsy, braces and orofacial anomalies, including cleft lip and palate.  The League also provides speech/language and physical therapy evaluations and therapy.  The League receives no federal or state funds and operates strictly through donations, fundraisers, memorials and bequests.  A volunteer board of directors consisting of prominent businessmen and women governs the organization.  Senator J. Glenn Beall Jr. has been president for twenty-five years.  An executive director oversees the overall functioning with an administrative assistant and a financial assistant.  There is a fulltime  speech/language pathologist and a contract physical therapist.  The League is currently soliciting a fulltime speech therapist.  In addition to the free clinics, the League provides financial assistance to families traveling to Baltimore, Washington and Morgantown etc. for appointments and surgery.  This includes stipends for lodging, food, and transportation.  Properly fitting shoes are purchased to accommodate orthotics.  Medical supplies and special devises and equipment are purchased as necessary for the children.  Corrective shoes, braces, crutches, wheelchairs, x-rays etc. are also provided as needed. The League also has a loan closet for durable medical equipment to the community.

                  During the 70th celebration, the devoted physicians who have given of their               

                  time and talent were honored. One of the League’s physician’s, Dr. Thomas 

                  E. Hunt celebrated 40 years of service to the League, which is believed to be  

                  the only one of its kind in the United States.  The League maintains its 

                  identity by not affiliating with any national organizations.  The support of the       

                  League through memorials and bequests from wonderful local families and 

                  community support from local businesses and individuals has been 

                   overwhelming through the years, allowing  the League to have made 

                   investments thus maintaining a reserve fund.  The volunteers deserve much 

                   credit.  During clinics and each event, our faithful volunteers are there 

                   offering a helping hand.  Several Ladies of the Elks have helped for more 

                   than thirty years, Betty Moran continues to volunteer.  Many organizations 

                   have been faithful League supporters through the years (some are no longer  

                   in operation): Dapper Dan Club, Elks BPO #63, Ladies of the Elks, Western 

                  Maryland Street Rod, Cumberland Rotary, Allegany County Commissioners, 

                  AliGhan Shrine, Cumberland Scottish Rite, Loyal Order of the Moose, Order 

                  of Alhambra Knights of Columbus, Lions Clubs, LaVale Lionettes, Life 

                  Underwriters, Eagles Club, Frostburg Rotary, Memorial Hospital and Sacred 

                  Heart Hospital Employee Funds, Kelco Charity Fund, Westvaco Charity 

                  Fund, Mead Westvaco,  Junior League of Cumberland, Junior Volunteer 

                  Service Corps, Westernport and Luke Civic Club, Western Maryland 

                  Railroad, Sororities and Fraternities of Frostburg College, Tri Hi Y of Fort 

                  Hill and Allegany High Schools, Jayncees, Young Woman’s Civic Club, Has 

                  Been’s Association, Goodfellowship Club, Forty and Eight Club, EUB 

                  Church of Ellerslie, St. Georges Episcopal Church, Allegany Ballistics 

                  Laboratory Charity Fund, Celanese Fibers Company Charity Fund, Pittsburg 

                  Plate Glass Company Tank Crew 1, Canteen Service of Cumberland, 

                  First/Second National Bank and Trust Co. Charity Fund, Junior Association 

                  Chamber of Commerce, National Association of Letter Carriers, Cumberland 

                  Optimist Club, Queen City Branch MacAbees Lodge Tent 18, Business and   

                  Professional Woman’s Civic Club, United Way, Cumberland Outdoor Club,  

                  Newman Early Childhood Center, Upper Potomac Valley Kennell Club, 

                  Kiwana’s Club, Hot Stove Bingo, Western Maryland Health System   

                  Employees’ Caring Fund and Celestrial Management. 

                  Mr. William H. Macy, actor and United Cerebral Palsy Ambassador was 

                  scheduled as guest speaker for the 70th celebration held at the Cumberland 

                  Country Club May 22, 2004.  His exceptional portrayal of Bill Porter, a 

                   gentleman with cerebral palsy portrayed in the TNT special “Door to Door” 

                   won him the honor.  Unfortunately, Mr. Macy cancelled at the last minute 

                   due to family commitments.  He did send a video tape congratulating the    

                   League for 70 years of service to our community.  Cal Ripken also sent his 

                   congratulations and regrets as he was traveling with his family.

                   On September 27, 2004, William H. Macy presented the League with the 

                   Community Service Award from the United Cerebral Palsy Association.

